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Book Reviews

the society of the town, its estates, houses, landlords, fairs, markets,
occupations, and demographic changes. Rosser is at his best in his
descriptions of the rich tapestry of the landscape and people of the vill.
With the aid of many maps and exhaustive documentation, he explains
its geology, geography, and urban topography. He then shows the shifting
undercurrent of leaseholds over more than three centuries: who held
property and under what sorts of leases. Finally Rosser peoples his landscape with workers in the many occupations, including prostitution, that
we find in any medieval town. Especially fascinating and typical of the
meticulous detail of Rosser's research is a diagrammatic plan of King
Street in Westminster (ca. 1508) noting the occupation of the inhabitants
of almost all properties on the street.
Rosser tries in the final four chapters to give his exhaustive research
some overarching meaning. Because he has demonstrated that Westminster
was socially complex with a constant influx of people from outside the
vill, he tries to explain why the vill did not generate into a permanent state
of conflicting interests. This is an odd thesis because it tries to prove
what did not happen, that is, anarchy. His answer is that Westminster was
held together in part by a small, wealthy elite and, more importantly, by
a sense of "community" that may be defined as part of the "strategies of
collective behaviour adopted by the population" (2-3, 248). These feelings
of community, as opposed to private interests, waxed and waned, appearing
especially during times of ritual gatherings in, say, religious or guild
activities. Rosser's thesis is unremarkable-and largely unproven-but his
research and impeccable detail are a joy to behold for all urban historians.
Richard M. Wunderli
University of Colorado-Colorado Springs

A . L. Brown, The Governance of Late Medieval England I272-I46I,
Governance of England 3, Stanford University Press, 1989, viii, 248 pp.,
index, $32.50.
The Governance ofLate Medieval England I272-I46I is the third volume
in the Governance of England Series, for which Stanford University
Press is the American publisher. This volume is written by the series
general editor, A. L. Brown, best known for his studies on the king's
council and the use of the privy and great seals during the fifteenth century.
He is presently researching a biography of Henry IV of England.
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Brown's approach is topical rather than chronological. The book
begins with three chapters on the executive activities of the central government, followed by single chapters concerning finance, military matters,
the legal system, and local communities, and, finally, three chapters
about parliament. The treatment of these subjects illustrates how each
was integral to the kingdom's governance.
Brown takes an institutional rather than constitutional approach.
He asserts that as the late medieval English royal government ruled, it
increased both its personnel and its activities; it became more bureaucratic and therefore more institutional and professional in outlook and
behavior. At the same time, the gentry and the well-to-do townsmen
filled the majority of the increasingly secularized governmental posts at
the national and local levels. Changes that occurred between 1272 and
146! created a governmental and societal structure that remained essentially unchanged in England and Wales until the last two centuries.
Brown synthesizes the scholarship of the past fifty years or so, giving
the history community a very useful description of English governance
from 1272 to 1461. At the moment, no other available scholarly work does
this. For the student desiring to understand the English government,
Brown has provided an invaluable resource. I have long wished to give
such a tool to my students, especially my graduate students, before they
attempt any research involving governmental documentation. Brown has
risen to the standard set by H. R. Loyn and W. L. Warren in the two
volumes of this same series, which analyze governance from 500 to 1272.
These three historians have completed a singular service for students and
scholars of medieval England.
Kenneth G. Madison
Iowa State University

Allen, Hope Emily, ed., English Writings of Richard Rolle, Hermit of
Hampole, Alan Sutton, 1988, lxiv, 180 pp., $18.00
That a work published three-score years ago and reprinted now
with no emendations-without even the corrigenda inserted into the main
text-would excite much comment is rather unlikely. But it is a measure of
the significance of Hope Emily Allen's work on Richard Rolle, as well as
a mark of the lack of scholarship on one of England's foremost mystics,
that the publication of this book is indeed of moment. Based upon Allen's

